Pulmonary lymphangioleiomyomatosis with concomitant tuberous sclerosis complex diagnosed by video-assisted thoracoscopic surgery.
We herein describe the case of a 20-year-old woman who was diagnosed as having tuberous sclerosis complex (TSC) at the age of 10 years. The patient had a history of right pneumothorax at the age of 19. This time, a right pneumothorax recurrence was detected, and video-assisted thoracoscopic surgery (VATS) was performed. In the intraoperative findings, an infinitesimal lung cyst was detected on the lung lobe, and partial resection was performed. Pathologically, antibody-positive smooth muscle cells of the human melanoma block (HMB)-45 had grown and been diagnosed as pulmonary lymphangioleiomyomatosis (LAM). About half a year later, left pneumothorax occurred, and VATS was performed again. Pathologically, antibody-positive smooth muscle cells of HMB-45 were not detected. Occasionally, TSC is known to cause LAM complications, but in some cases it is difficult to make an accurate pathological diagnosis. Making a pathological diagnosis based on the VATS findings and taking a sufficient amount of tissue specimen are considered useful for making the diagnosis.